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From the Desk of
Jerry DeGroot

3 John 2-4
“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy 
good health and that all may go well with 
you, even as your soul is getting along 
well.  It gave me great joy when some 
believers came and testified about your 
faithfulness to the truth, telling how you 
continue to walk in it.  I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children are 
walking in the truth.”

Thank you for engaging in and 
praying for the students, staff and 
administration at Unity Christian. 
Please join us in praying that Unity 
is a place that all students 1) Grow 
in knowledge 2) Develop God-given 
skills 3) Grow in their faith formation 
to know, love, and serve Jesus.

Jerry DeGroot
Principal/CEO
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Upcoming Events
New Student Nights
7:00-8:30 PM | January 23, 30, February 1, 6, 8, & 13

Interesting in attending Unity Christian next 
year? Please join us at one of the following 
dates listed above for a New Student Night! 
These evenings are designed for both parents 
and students. For more information or to RSVP 
to a night, please contact Julie Essebaggers  
 Director of Admissions & Counselor at 
jessebaggers@unitychristian.org or (616) 669-
1820.  

Unity Christian’s Celebration Banquet 
2023
Jack Postma Worship Center
April 24, 2023

You are invited to attend the annual UC 
Celebration 2023 Banquet to be held in The 
Jack Postma Worship Center. A night of 
celebration and thanksgiving is planned, 
featuring a wonderful dinner catered by The 
Trestle Stop of Allegan. More details to come.

Reservations are required! Plan now to attend 
and invite your family and friends to join you 
at a table. Make your reservations by calling 
(616) 662-4011 or emailing development@
unitychristian.org.

Our Vision
Developing followers of Christ to be leaders.

Our Mission
We provide Bible and faith-based instruction, 
standards-focused curriculum and co-curricular 
programs.

Our Beliefs
• We believe God is Creator, Savior, and Lord.
• We believe the Bible is God’s Infallible Word and 

is the full Gospel of Creation-Fall-Redemption-
Restoration.

• We believe our children belong to God and are 
instructed to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, to 
enjoy Him, and to love Him and others.

• We believe a Christian world view will benefit 
a person in this life and in eternity and seeks to 
restore the Kingdom of God on earth.
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Broken basket – I’d describe my 
faith like a broken basket. I imagine 
myself going fruit picking, filling 
up my basket with whatever fruit 
sounds good for me, but all the 
good fruit I pick keeps falling 
through! Off in the distance is a 
huge sign advertising good baskets 
with no holes. But I don’t want 
to make the effort to go get one. 
For some reason, I’m content with 
my fruit falling through a broken 
basket.

Hat – Hats are great. They really 
compliment an outfit nicely, 
completing the look. The hat is 
also not the most important part 
of the look. The outfit will only 
be slightly impacted without the 
hat, but since I am in a room of 
people with hats, I like my hat. My 
faith, at this point, feels more like 
knowledge I carry around with me. 
I don’t really notice it most of the 
time because everyone around me 
has that same knowledge. But then 
I remember my faith and realize it 
has been somewhat neglected. I feel 
terrible about this, but currently 
my faith feels like an accessory 
that is a part of me, but when I feel 
uncomfortable with it, I take it off.

12k Gold – Looks really good 
on the outside, but still soft with 
many flaws throughout. 

War and Peace – I am a very 
logical person and I usually run 
with the facts. And sometimes 
logic and faith collide. I’m left not 
knowing what to choose. Do I trust 
in a higher being I cannot prove 
exists or do I just stick with the 
facts?

With only two days to go 
before the first semester of the 
2022-23 school year ended, it 
was once again time to ask 
the students in Senior Bible an 
important question. With paper 
and pen at the ready, seventy-
seven Seniors listened as I 
stated their prompt: 

“Pick a word or short phrase 
which you believe captures 
this current season in your 

journey of faith. Then, write a 
brief explanation of the word or 

phrase you chose.”

Some seniors immediately 
began writing, as if the word 
was circulating in their mind 
and was now free to be 
expressed on paper. Others 
paused, deciding from a host 
of possible options a term that 
most accurately represented 
their journey of faith. Still 
others leaned back in their 
seats, unsure whether there was 
a word or phrase that captures 

the way they see their faith.
Little by little the seniors 
finished up their writing. As 
I collected the reflections, I 
heard the whispers of a student 
asking someone near them, 
“What word did you choose?”

The student’ reflections 
are always insightful, often 
inspirational, and occasionally 
concerning.

However, without fail, the 
answers provided by the 
seniors serve as an important 
reminder; 

Faith is a process,
not an event.

The word choices of several 
thousand students over many 
years bears witness to the 
process.

Roller Coaster… Hot Air 
Balloon… Excavator… Sloth… 
Drifting… Pruned Tree… Leaky 
Faucet… Campfire.

At first glance, reading a word 
or phrase like “Rusty Nail” 
often elicits a smile or slight 
chuckle, followed quickly by a 
question I ask myself, “How in 
the world are they going to connect 

Heart to Heart
with Mr. Dan Landstra
Never Give Up: Student Reflections 
Reveal Faith as a Process
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these words to their faith?”

Since the word or phrase is the 
first thing I see on the student’s 
paper, I learned, over time, 
to be careful about making 
quick assumptions regarding 
the explanations following 
certain words. “On Fire” may 
not reflect a positive view 
of personal faith any more 
than “Driftwood” reflecting a 
negative view.

Time and again I find myself 
impressed by the degree of 
clarity students can have about 
their understanding of faith and 
life connected to a single word 
or phrase.

Our “Choose Your Word” 
reflection is one small part of 
the mission at Unity to infuse 
faith in all curricular and 
co-curricular parts of school life 
and culture. We join students 
in their journey when they 
arrive at Unity for the first time, 
walk with them while they are 
with us, and understand their 
journey will continue for years 
to come after high school.

For high school seniors, and 
perhaps all of us, just believing 
in Jesus may seem relatively 
simple. However, developing 
a trusting relationship with 
Christ and maturing in faith is 
often anything but simple. It 
may take years, even decades 
for a child-like faith to develop 
to the point where what we 
say we believe is supported 
by a growing confidence it is 
completely true for us. 

Reading through the responses 
this year prompted me to reflect 
on the faith journeys of former 
students, even ones from long 
ago…

Jason and Leah (not their 
real names) were very good 
friends. Although quick to 
acknowledge they were not 
dating, they spent much of their 

time together during the school 
day and admitted hanging out 
together regularly, along with 
other friends outside of school. 

As friends often do, Jason 
and Leah shared viewpoints 
on a variety of topics. On 
less important matters, they 
watched the same TV shows, 
enjoyed the same kind of 
music, had similar taste in 
fashion, and even shared 
opinions on favorite fast-food 
restaurants. And, on matters of 
more significance as well, Jason 
and Leah often spoke as one. 
Jason and Leah were in the 
same Bible class their Junior 
year at Unity. Each of them 
was very personable, engaging, 
kind, and compassionate. 
They were well-liked by their 
peers and teachers. Neither 
Jason nor Leah intended to be 
confrontational or combative in 
conversation. They listened well 
and respected the perspectives 
and beliefs of everyone around 
them.

Both spent their entire school 
lives in Christian schools. Each 
family belonged to a church. 
Like nearly all their peers at 
Unity, Jason and Leah “checked 
the boxes” marking a Christian 
upbringing…
 
 Sunday School
 Cadets/GEMS
 Youth Group
 Retreats
 Mission Trips
 Eleven years of Christian 
 Education

Where they differed from 
many of their peers was in 
their understanding of God 
and a relationship with Jesus. 
And although each of them 
expressed their views in 
different ways, they did share 
a conclusion: They had no 
confidence in what they could 
not see. The very definition of 

faith given in Hebrews 11 was 
the gap they could not bridge.

Jason and Leah expressed their 
uncertainty and skepticism in 
phrases which they used often. 
Among them were statements 
and questions such as…

“How do you know that?” 
“There’s no proof!”

“I’m just supposed to believe that!”
“That’s not fair!”

“What if (another religion) is right 
and we’re wrong?”

None of their questions or 
comments were intended to 
be disrespectful or arrogant. 
They simply could not accept 
the Bible as absolute Truth, and 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

About halfway through the 
semester the focus in class 
shifted to what the Bible says 
about prayer, the will of God, 
and eternity. Without a doubt, 
these are complex topics for 
any Christian. But for those 
who might start from a place 
of doubt, skepticism, or even 
cynicism, these Biblical truths 
can stir up emotions and cause 
tension in conversation.

Jason and Leah were asking 
a lot of questions in class 
as we navigated through 
Bible passages and doctrinal 
statements, some of which 
Christians have wrestled with 
for thousands of years. While 
I knew it was essential for us 
to address these important 
Biblical truths, I was concerned 
for Jason and Leah and the way 
they were processing our class 
conversations.

One day, after the class was 
dismissed, I felt particularly 
uneasy about Jason and Leah. 
The discomfort I experienced 
came not because of the 
questions Jason and Leah were 
asking, but the opposite. They 
didn’t speak at all. 



I wondered what thoughts 
were circulating in their minds.

My plan for the following day 
was to bring closure to our 
discussions and readings. I 
arrived early in the morning 
to prepare. But even a day 
later, many of my thoughts still 
centered on Jason and Leah’s 
silence from the day prior.

So, at 6:40 that morning I 
prayed a short prayer asking 
God to guide Jason and Leah—
and any other student who 
might be wrestling 
with their faith and some of 
these challenging concepts 
from scripture. I acknowledged 
before God I was not the one 
who would prompt change in 
the hearts of students, but the 
Holy Spirit could. 

It was a very short prayer but 
speaking it in my mind allowed 
me to better focus on the day 
ahead, knowing God is the one 
who moves people.

At 6:45 I noticed two figures 
outside my classroom window 
walking into the building. 
I didn’t give it another 
thought as our “zero hour” 
for discipline and a choir 
class were set to begin in five 
minutes. A few seconds later, 
I saw from the corner of my 
eye two students standing in 
the doorway of my classroom. 
I turned my head to see who it 
was and there stood Jason and 
Leah!

They would never have 
described themselves in any 
way as early morning people. 
Most school days found them 
arriving just in time for first 
period. I concluded in my mind 
the reason why they stood 
outside my door.

“Who did you get your zero hour 
from?” I asked. (Students who 

served a zero hour sat in my 
room each morning.)

Jason and Leah looked at each 
other and smiled. Jason replied, 
“We don’t have zero hours.” 

Perplexed, I asked, “Well, why 
are you here then?”

They paused and looked at 
each other, perhaps hoping the 
other person would answer 
my question. Finally, Leah 
said, “We were talking last night 
for a long time about our class 
discussions. And since we were not 
coming up with any answers, we 
decided to come this morning to 
see if you wanted to talk for a while 
about our questions.” And Jason 
nodded in agreement.

Excited about the unexpected 
opportunity God just provided 
and overwhelmed at the 
realization of what seemed like 
a quickly answered prayer, I 
quickly replied, “Of course!”

The three of us went to a 
conference room and sat down 
for an hour-long conversation. 
Jason and Leah were open in a 
way they had not been in class. 
They asked excellent questions. 
And instead of skepticism, 
I witnessed openness and 
a willingness to consider 
possibilities.

However, to suggest the 
gospel message as potentially 
true, versus acknowledging 
a trusting belief in it, are two 
starting points very different 
from each other. As our 
conversation continued, I 
wasn’t at all sure if Jason and 
Leah would acknowledge they 
believed in the truth of God’s 
word.

Only a few minutes remained 
before the bell would force an 
end to our conversation. With 
time running short, I asked 

a very open-ended question: 
“Where does this conversation 
leave us?”

Leah sat up straight in her 
chair, held her hands in front 
of her, palms facing her with 
fingers spread. She slowly 
moved her hands together and 
repeatedly interlocked, then 
detached one set of fingers with 
the other saying, “It’s like there 
are two different things going on. 
On the one hand there are things 
I feel I can know for sure. On the 
other hand, there are things I can’t 
know for sure, but feel like you are 
telling me to trust in.”

She extended her interlocked 
hands toward me and 
exclaimed, “I just can’t seem to 
make them fit.”

I nodded toward Leah and said, 
“That’s a great visual to represent 
how you understand your faith. 
And it confirms what I wondered 
throughout this semester.”

Jason and Leah looked at each 
other inquisitively, then back at 
me.

“The two of you have been on my 
mind a lot this semester because it 
seems you are very uncertain about 
committing to anything when it 
comes to your faith.” 

I waited for a moment to let 
those words sink in. And to 
avoid being accused of making 
assumptions I asked, “Is that a 
fair statement for me to make?”

Without looking at each other 
at all, both replied, “Yes.”

“Ok,” I said. “And the disconnect 
you feel seems to have a lot to 
do with the inability to see any 
evidence to support whether God 
is real, the Bible is true, or if 
Christianity is legitimate. Is that 
true?”
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Both again gave affirmative 
nods. “Definitely,” said Leah.

I copied the gesture Leah used 
a moment earlier to explain her 
disconnect. Looking at them 
both and then at my interlocked 
fingers I asked, “What if you 
are missing the connection that is 
already there?”

Up to this point in our 
conversation, I made no 
mention to Jason and Leah of 
praying for them moments 
before their arrival at school. 
Given how our early morning 
discussion had gone, I 
believed sharing this story 
with them might allow them 
to consider the possibility 
they were choosing not to see 
what seemed to me to be very 
evident.

I said, “I want you two to know 
something about what happened 
this morning and why I think it 
matters.”

Jason and Leah both nodded 
and said, “OK”.

I was excited to share this “God 
moment” story! I believed God 
would use it to open Jason and 
Leah’s eyes, allowing them 
to see clearly in a way they 
had not previously been able. 
I sat on the edge of my seat 
in anticipation of a possible 
change in their hearts.

“As I said, I have been thinking 
about you two quite often. Today 
is our last day for full-class 
discussion on this topic and I was 
concerned you would still have far 
more questions than answers.”

Hearing me speak about their 
mindset, Jason and Leah both 
nodded, agreeing that I was 
correct.

It was time to speak what I 
believed was truth. I gathered 

my thoughts for a moment, 
then continued, “This morning 
at 6:45, I prayed specifically for 
you two.”

The two juniors exchanged 
quick, surprised glances with 
each other while I continued.
“I asked God to do something that 
would prompt you, and others 
who struggle, to understand more 
clearly God’s love for you and His 
desire that you follow Him.”

I paused again to allow Jason 
and Leah to absorb the story.
“Then”, I said with great 
excitement, “Literally five 
minutes later you show up at my 
classroom door wanting to talk 
about the very things I asked God 
to place on your heart!” 

I pointed at them both, smiled 
and quickly added, “And we all 
know neither of you are morning 
people! So, it seems like a big deal 
you came to school an hour earlier 
than normal!”

They chuckled, knowing they 
both detested early mornings.
In my mind I was thinking, 
“There is no way they can avoid 
the obvious. God is clearly at work, 
and they must see it now.”

I wanted Jason and Leah to 
acknowledge the events of 
this morning could not be a 
coincidence.

There was only about a minute 
left before we all had to leave 
for first period class. With great 
anticipation of a turnaround, 
I asked, “Don’t you think this 
is God’s way of allowing you to 
see how very real He is? Don’t 
you think this is a very concrete 
example of how events in life are 
not coincidental, but God’s way of 
showing you how he works?”

I paused again. Jason and Leah 
both expressed thoughtful, but 
stoic looks.

I finished with one last 
question, “After everything we 
have talked about this week, have 
the events of this morning given 
you the evidence proving to you 
that what the Bible says is true?”

I remember the scene as if it 
occurred today. Immediately 
after my question, Jason and 
Leah turned to look at each 
other. They didn’t speak, but 
somehow seemed to be reading 
each other’s minds. They held 
their gaze for a few moments, 
simultaneously turning back 
toward me. 

Jason spoke first, very casually 
saying “No, not really.”

Leah quickly followed. “Yeah, 
me neither.” 

As if on cue, the bell rang. 

Smiling as they got up to leave, 
Leah said, “Thanks for talking to 
us, Mr. Landstra.” 

Jason added, “Yeah, thanks! I 
hate mornings, but this was fun.”

They walked out and left me 
sitting in the room wondering 
what had just happened. I 
thought to myself “How is it 
possible they cannot see?”

Jason and Leah were wonderful 
students. All their teachers 
enjoyed them, and they 
were a blessing to the Unity 
community. Sadly however, 
they graduated from Unity the 
following year without ever 
accepting Christ as Savior or 
acknowledging the Truth of 
God’s word.

Jason and Leah were not the 
first students at Unity who 
wrestled with faith and belief, 
and they certainly were not the 
last. Annual student reflections 
like “Choose Your Word” serve 
as reminders of faith

Heart to Heart continued
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His word, “I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me…
My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow 
me. I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand.”

God be praised for His 
promise! May it encourage and 
challenge us to Never Give Up!

From the front row….
 

Dan Landstra
Unity Bible Teacher

being a process. And a process 
for some that takes years, even 
decades to take root and bear 
fruit.

But it is in the process of faith 
development where evidence 
of God is seen, especially in 
hindsight. 

Jason and Leah remained 
friends but went their separate 
ways after high school. Today 
they are both married, with 
children. Their kids attend a 
Christian school! Clearly, the 
Holy Spirit was at work in their 
lives through all the years spent 
in a Christian home, growing 
up with a church, having faith 
infused in all parts of life at 

Christian schools, and through 
the prayers and encouragement 
of many people.

Jason and Leah did see… it just 
took them a while longer to 
clear their eyes!

I have only ever briefly spoken 
with Jason and Leah since 
high school. I hear about them 
through others. But of this I am 
confident… God’s providence 
never fails! And because of this, 
it demands we never give up 
on people, even when it seems 
the space between God and 
them seems infinite.

It is for that reason we serve an 
infinite God who promises in 

Heart to Heart continued

I shared the story of Jason and Leah during a conversation with 
Jenna (not her real name), a senior who wrestles with her faith. Jenna 
believes God is real, Jesus died for her sins, and the Bible is true, but 
she often struggles with doubts. Jenna asked a very good question.

“Why do some people have a harder time growing in faith and believing 
what they cannot see?”

At Unity, we often use our own paraphrase of the faith definition 
from Hebrews 1. We say, “Faith is an increasing confidence what I say 
I believe is actually true for me.”

I shared this with Jenna, then asked her to consider our tendency to 
put things in the wrong order when it comes to faith and belief.

It is common for us to want proof before we commit to believing 
something. As the saying goes, “I’ll believe it when I see it.” However, 
when it comes to our faith, God asks us to trust and obey without 
the full “proof” we often desire. In the gospel of John Jesus says, 
“Because you have seen me, you believe; blessed are those who have not 
seen me and yet have believed.”

Related to a life of faith and trust, instead of thinking, “I’ll believe it 
when I see it” we should consider the alternative, “If I believe, then I 
will see it!”

The gap between belief and understanding is more difficult to bridge 
for some than others.

I asked Jenna to consider praying for the ability to resist the lie of the 
devil to fully understand before believing and instead to accept the 
call to believe without full understanding. 

May God’s grace rule in our hearts as, like Jenna, we each face this 
choice.
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Unity Christian is blessed with many talented musicians 
and vocalists in the Performing Arts departments of Choir, 
Orchestra and Band. One such talented student is senior 
Grace Evans. 

Grace has distinguished herself in her gift and talent on the 
oboe throughout her middle school and high school training, 
at Jenison Christian School and at Unity. According to Band 
Director, Mr. Brian Knot, Grace is arguably the finest oboe 
player Unity has ever had. She has been first chair/principal 
oboist in Unity’s top ensemble, Symphonic Band, for all four 
years in high school. She was recently selected to perform as 
principal oboist with the Michigan All-State Orchestra. For 
this auditioned honor, Grace was selected as the finest oboe player in the state of Michigan. 

“Grace is an excellent sight-reader, hard worker, and a strong leader for the entire band. In her 
time at Unity, she has regularly participated in both district and state solo and ensemble festivals—
consistently receiving the highest marks from adjudicators,” said Mr. Knot.

Grace has also performed with the St. Cecilia Music Society and the Grand Rapids Youth 
Symphony. A dedicated and bright student, Grace received a “5” (the highest score) on the 
AP Music Theory exam, and is a strong student academically across all subjects. Grace has 
also participated in three musicals, is a member of the Unity Choral Ensemble, and made 
musical and choral ensemble without any previous high school choir training or classes 
attended.

Grace just recently performed with the Michigan All-State High School Orchestra at the 
Michigan Music Conference on Saturday, January 21, at DeVos Performance Hall in Grand 
Rapids. In the fall of 2023, Grace plans to attend the Wheaton College Conservatory of Music 
to study oboe performance.

Alumni News

Student News
A Unity Christian Music Student’s Story
Grace Evans

Charles Paul was born 
on August 26, 2022 to 
parents Max (’16) and Ellie 
(Schreur ’17) Huizenga.

Sarah (Persenaire ‘16) 
and Brett DeVries (‘14) 
welcomed their baby girl, 
Margaret Bea DeVries on 
June 24th, 2022. 

Welcome to the Blue 
Crew, little ones!

Raegan Mae was born on August 1, 2022 
to parents Chris and Megan (Huizenga 
’08) Sievers, and welcomed by older 
brothers, Wesley (5) and Drew (3).

David was born on September 20, 2022 
to parents Rachel (Bosscher ‘08) and 
Harrison Odoh, and welcomed by older 
siblings, Josiah, Sophia and Hadassah.

Weston was born on October 14, 2022 to 
parents Mike and Chelsey Bosscher (‘10), 
and welcomed by older sibling Harper.
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We are filled with great 
anticipation and excitement for 
the future of Unity Christian High 
School as we will soon embark on 
facility enhancements to support 
the growth and programming 
needs at our school. Thanks to 
the Board of Trustee’s decision to 
move forward, this project will 
begin the spring of 2023. Early lead 
gifts have provided confidence in 
bringing these plans to fruition, 
and our hope is that all in our 
community will consider their 
role in supporting this project 
and Christian education at Unity 
Christian!

Our mission of developing 
students with the faith, knowledge, 
and skills to be followers of Christ 
in this world is emphasized in 
every aspect of our school. The 
comprehensive programming 

Facility Enhancement Plans
with Mr. Jerry DeGroot
Principal/CEO

offered at Unity Christian 
addresses the broad spectrum 
of gifts and talents of students, 
helping them grow as a child of 
God. We celebrate in providing 
this faith-infused education, 
are encouraged by the growth 
forecasted, and are diligently 
preparing for this exciting future. 

In addressing increased enrollment 
and how this impacts the programs 
for students, this building project 
will be laid out using a sequencing 
approach. Please find the floor 
plans for Sequences 1 and 2 on the 
next page. With the Lord leading, 
we pray our plans for the future 
will be a reality.

I have a picture in my office at 
school inscribed with the verse 
found in Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to 
the Lord whatever you do, and He 

will establish your plans.” We have 
been busy making plans, but have 
continually sought God’s direction 
as we discerned the realities facing 
our school. These plans are being 
laid at the feet of God, and we are 
asking for a clear path. You are an 
important part in this journey as 
the success of this faith venture 
requires widespread substantial 
support.

More details of how you can 
be involved with this project 
are forthcoming. For more 
information please contact Unity’s 
Development Office at (616) 662-
4011. Below are some details of 
how this project has progressed, 
along with goals achieved, and our 
hope for the future. We are grateful 
for your prayers and financial 
support!

Jerry DeGroot
Principal/CEO

Unity Enhancement Project
Aerial View
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Fall 2022
• Gained Trustee approval for 

Facility Enhancement Project.
• Procured lead trades wishing to 

partner with Unity Christian.
• Met and secured financial support 

with lead gift donors.
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Classroom Addition
1st and 2nd Floor
New Elevator

Sequence 1
Sequence 1 will focus on the West portions of 
the school nearest 48th Avenue. This sequence 
will include more classrooms, increasing the 
size of the lndustrial Arts space, adding a 
state-of-the-art science room, a new room for 
Computer Aided Design/Engineering classes, 
and new space for a budding Robotics program. 
There will also be a small renovation to existing 
space creating an enlarged counseling center 
and redistributing staff work and meeting areas.

STEM Addition
1st Floor

Sequence 1 will 
be completed 

for student use 
August 2024.

Sequence 1 of 
the facility 

enhancement 
project will 
begin Spring 

2023.

Community 
fundraising will 

begin March 
2023 to support 

the facility 
enhancement 

project.

12 - TIDINGS



GMB Architecture 
will provide design 

development plans for 
Sequence 2 in January 

2023. Accurate cost 
for Sequence 2 of this 
project are unknown 
currently. The desire 
is to understand this 
pricing and provide 

this to community in 
the near future.

Sequence 
2 will be 

completed 
for student 

use Fall 2025/
Winter 2026.

Sequence 2 of 
the facility 

enhancement 
project will 

begin Summer 
2024.

2nd Floor
Bridge and Elevator
 Renderings

Sequence 2
Sequence 2 will focus on 
the East side of the existing 
building. It will address 
the expanded needs in Fine 
Arts, physical education, 
common spaces, locker 
rooms, bathrooms, student/
community entrance, and 
parking.
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Although burning the mortgage 
is a bit obsolete in today’s 
digital age, celebrating the 
payoff of a large loan is not! So 
this past October 2022, when 
revive paid off its $1.2 million 
loan to purchase the building 
it occupies, we did some real 
celebrating! Especially because 
this is almost 3 years earlier 
than expected! God is so good! 
And the people that support 
revive are so generous! It took 
some extra financial gifts and 
generous donations, as well 
as several record-breaking 
months in revive sales, but now 
we are debt free! As we look 
forward to all that God has in 
store for us in 2023, one of the 
best blessings will be passing 
along even greater financial 
support and encouragement 
to our Christian schools. May 
God continue to bless them in 
the very important work they 
do for our children and families 
every day. And may they know, 
we’re behind them 100%!

Debt Free!
as of October 2022!New Year... New Opportunity? 
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It’s a great time to volunteer at revive and fill those 
darker days of winter with purpose and fun! There 
are so many things to be done to keep such a busy 
place running successfully, and we can’t do it 
without the help of our volunteers. Whatever your 
interest might be, whatever your schedule might 
allow, we have a spot for you. Home decor, clothing, 
shoes, floral arrangements, linens, store displays, 
toys, books, hardware, electronics and technology, 
cashiering, and so much more. The satisfaction of 
being productive, the joy of friendship with other 
volunteers, and the reward of contributing to a 
greater cause will bless you like it does all of us 
involved at revive. So if God is stirring your heart, 
come talk to us about how you might become part 
of the revive volunteer family. Feel free to email or 
call with any questions, stop by to see 
what we’re all about, or check us out on 
our website, Facebook, and Instagram 
page. Scan this QR code to find our 
Volunteer Form to print and fill out.

Shopping Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri.: 10 am – 5 pm 

Tues., Thu.: 10 am – 7 pm 
Sat.: 10 am – 3 pm

Donation Hours:
Mon. - Fri.: 10 am – 4 pm 

Sat.: 10 am – 12 noon

Address: 
3675 Baldwin Street, 

Hudsonville, MI 49426 
616-662-3375 

revive@unitychristian.org
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Who’s Running This Place Anyway?!
While all the volunteers at revive are 
really the stars of the show, those on 
staff also love this place and work 
hard to make it a joy for donor, 
shopper, and volunteer alike. So we 
thought it might be nice to introduce 
those people to you a bit. 

Jenny Walters is the current Store 
Director, taking over after Darlene 
VanKempen in 2019. She has been on 
staff at revive since 2010, sharing her 
enthusiasm for what revive would be 
before the doors were even open to 
shoppers. She has a passion for resale 
and all the wonderful stories of the 
people who donate, shop, and work 
here. She also keeps track of revive’s 
numbers, encouraging everyone with 
record sales and numbers of items 
sold. Jenny is an Allendale Christian 
and Unity graduate. She and her 
husband Mike have 2 daughters. 
Chloe is a graduate of Allendale 
Christian and Unity and now lives and 
works in Chicago. Caycee attended 
Allendale Christian and Hudsonville 
Christian and is currently a senior at 
Unity.

Candace Nienhuis is one of the Store 
Managers and has also been a part 
of revive since 2010, remembering 
well this place when it was an empty 
building with lots of potential. She 
enjoys the great variety of tasks 
revive offers, including arranging 
the furniture department, creating 
displays, and communicating the 
revive happenings to the community. 
She loves her job, especially the 
opportunity to work with all the 
wonderful volunteers. She is a 
graduate of Borculo Christian and 
Unity. She and her husband Brent 
have 5 daughters; Mary, Abigail, 
Sarah, and Elizabeth currently attend 
Borculo Christian and Leah is a 
freshman at Unity.

Barb Boldt also began at revive 
before the store opened in 2010, 
helping with the new store set-up. She 
continued to volunteer as a faithful 
and energetic cashier after that, 
greeting the many shoppers with a 
smile and friendly conversation. In 
2014, she was hired to fill Candace’s 
maternity leave, and was so valuable 
that she has continued on as a regular 
Store Manager since then. Her energy 
and enthusiasm still bless all who 
work with her. She is a Hudsonville 
Christian and Unity grad. She and 
her husband Greg have 2 sons, both 
Hudsonville Christian and Unity 
grads as well. Justin lives with his 
family in Kentucky and Daniel lives 
with his family in Grand Rapids. 

Barb and Greg are also blessed with 4 
grandchildren. 

Mary Miedema also started at 
revive as a very faithful and very 
helpful volunteer in 2015, working 
in the backroom to keep donations 
moving out. As incoming donations 
increased over time, it was clear that 
revive needed Mary - and her talent 
for organizing and managing things 
- on a more regular basis. She was 
hired as the Back Room Manager 
in 2018. She is also a graduate of 
Hudsonville Christian and Unity. 
She and her husband Rick have 4 
children. Their children graduated 
from a combination of West Ottawa, 
Hudsonville Christian, and Unity. 
Their sons Chase and Blair live 
and work in the area as does their 
daughter Katelyn. Their son Gavin 
served in the Marines for 5 years and 
is now living and working in England 
with his wife. Mary and Rick are 
blessed with 8 grandchildren – and 
counting. 

Leslie Draisma was hired as a revive 
Store Manager in 2019, working 
several years before that at Africa’s 
Child Resale in Holland. She brought 
great experience to the team and is 
a wonderful addition to the revive 
family. She helps keep up with the 
many racks of clothing as well as all 
the busy shoppers. She also has a 
gift for keeping the store organized 
and looking great. She is a graduate 
of Caledonia schools. She and her 
husband Steve have 3 children. Their 
daughters Meghan and Lauren first 
attended Zeeland Schools and then 
attended and graduated from Unity. 
Their son Alec currently attends 
Zeeland’s Cityside Middle School 
in the Spanish Immersion program 

and will graduate from that this year. 
Meghan will also graduate from 
Calvin University this spring and 
as will Lauren from Baker College’s 
2-year program.

Jana VanderLaan joined the revive 
staff officially in 2020 as an Assistant 
Store Manager, but she too had been 
volunteering regularly from the 
very beginning when revive opened 
in 2010. She very competently fills 
in any staffing gaps and meets any 
need around the store before it’s even 
apparent there’s a problem. She’s 
also a joy to work with, for staff and 
volunteers alike, because she works 
hard while also keeping a great sense 
of humor and fun. Jana is a graduate 
of Calvin Christian Schools. She and 
her husband Marcel have 3 sons, 
all graduates of Allendale Christian 
and Unity. Ethan and Spencer now 
live and work in the area, and Trent 
is currently attending Ferris State 
University.

Other individuals on staff at revive 
include Caycee Walters, who helps 
keep up with incoming seasonal 
clothing, as well as Ellery Miedema 
and Dana Essenburg, who help 
manage the constant flow of incoming 
donations and keep things organized 
in the back room. Each of them 
helps to make sure we don’t get too 
overwhelmed with all our donations 
and keeps us running smoothly. All 
three are current students at Unity and 
blessed additions to the revive team.

All of these people love their job. But 
it’s more than that; they also believe 
in the greater mission of revive as it 
positively impacts our schools, the 
lives of our volunteers, and our local 
community. They consider it an honor 
to be a part of all revive means to so 
many people. 

from left to right: Leslie 
Draisma, Jenny Walters, Jana 
VanderLaan, Mary Miedema, 
Barb Boldt, & Candace Nienhuis
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Development News

Thank you to all who have given or pledged to our PACE Drive! We are so grateful to report that 
this year’s PACE campaign has raised over $490,000! So many families are blessed through your 
generosity. “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2

2022/23 P.A.C.E. Drive Update2022/23 P.A.C.E. Drive Update


