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(continued on page 11)

Meeting the Needs of  
a Changing World

Maintaining relevancy is something all of 
us think about when it comes to our own 
personal life, work life and spiritual life.  
Many often ask the question, “Why am I 
doing this?” or “Am I pursuing what God 
intends for my life?”  Think about the current 
work environment and how individuals must 
remain relevant in their career to maintain 
employment.  Schools, especially Christian 
schools, must do the same.  

As another year finishes at Unity Christian 
we take time to reflect on what took place, 
what will take place, and what the future 
needs are of our students.  Today, more than 
ever, we have heard from those in the general 
trades business that there is a need for quality 
individuals to maintain and support this 
industry.  Unity must remain relevant when 
supporting those needs and provide programs 
that support our students looking to pursue 
general trades as a vocation—and continue 
to provide programming that will support 
our students moving on towards a college 
education.  Unity is constantly examining the 
environment that is surrounding the future 
of our students and providing for their needs.  
Unity Christian must remain relevant when 
addressing the needs of our students!

The most vital aspect of the role Christian 
schools play in the education of our students 
is the spiritual growth of our teenagers. The 
world continues to experience change, and 
Christians are increasingly being attacked 
for our beliefs.  We experience this at Unity 
and we recognize we need to actively respond 
to the spiritual needs of our students.  At 

Unity, we are often asked, 
“Is navigating the teenage 
years more complex than it 
was a generation or more 
ago?”  The answer is a 
resounding “Yes!”

Many of the decisions 
teenagers face today are 
not exclusive to their 
generation.  Temptation, 
sin and difficult decisions 
are not new.  However, 
the rate at which our 

teenagers experience and engage culture 
is exponentially greater than in any prior 
generation.  If the rate of cultural exposure 
for teenagers was thought of as water flowing 
through an object, previous generations 
experienced cultural flow through a drinking 
straw.  Today, teenagers experience culture 
through a drainage culvert.

This increased complexity of life and 
cultural engagement is experienced not only 
by teenagers, but by families as well.  At 
Unity, we recognize the impact a changing 
culture has on faith development, family 
relationships, friendships, and college or work 
decisions.  Additionally, and exclusive to the 
current generation, proper technology and 
social media usage amplifies the complexity 
of life and relationships.

To properly address the changing needs of 
students and families in the Unity community, 
a new position has been created at Unity.  
We are excited to announce that Mr. Dan 
Landstra, a Bible teacher at Unity for the 
past 24 years, has accepted the position of 
Director of Spiritual Life and Leadership.

Dan has served not only as a classroom 
teacher but as a coach, student and alumni 
mentor, and a regular Tidings contributor.  He 
has been of valuable support to students and 
staff in times of spiritual crisis and need.  Dan 
has also reached out to the greater community, 
providing guidance and instruction in issues 
involving faith, culture, and everyday life for 
many parents, churches and schools.
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Celebrating The Class of 2018  

On Monday, May 21, Unity Christian High School held its 
64th graduation ceremony for the Class of 2018! As we bid 
our 151 graduating seniors a fond farewell, we wanted to share 
with our readers some of the highlights of the last week of their 
years at Unity.  We have created a collage for your enjoyment that 
features photos taken at Graduation and the Senior Awards 
Presentation…

Graduation - May 21, 2018

“Hats in the Air”

Class Officers Gabrielle Chandler, Trevor Nieuwenhuis and Sarah Hoekwater 
give their reflections on the Class Text from I & II Timothy

Yingyan “Sammy” Liu (right) 
gives the class address to fellow 
classmates, and Samuel Landstra 
(below) gives the address to the 
graduates’ families and friends

Retiring Teacher Mrs. Jeanne Arends gives the address to the Class of 2018
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Unity is proud of all our students, and one way we show this is by holding a special 
night just for them and their family and friends.  In recognition of student achievements 
and participation, Unity treats the graduates to a dinner in their honor, that is followed 
by a participation awards ceremony. Here are just a few of the highlights:

Senior Awards - May 9, 2018

Tech Center Awards

Distinguished Athlete Award: Landon Vos, 
Chloe Pals and Kirstin Montsma

Silhouette Awards/Photojournalism 
Excellence: Elizabeth TeSlaa, Grace 

Pleune and Katie Bolhuis

Tech Center Award Recipients (l-r) John DeBoer, Kylie Matthysse,  
Nate Graveling and Shane Langeland

Higher Education Scholarship (l-r): Ethan Walters, Ben VanderHill, Austin Shaban, Riley Kooienga,  
Nathan Klaassen, Jack Huizenga, Nate Graveling, John DeBoer,  
Hannah Heyboer, Nathanial Bos

Excellence in Achievement –  Building Tech/Construction 
Management 2: Shane Langeland

Excellence in Achievement – Diesel/Heavy Equipment 
Mechanics: John DeBoer and Nate Graveling 

Superior Commitment –  
Emergency Medical Services: Kylie Matthysse

Superior Commitment –  
Entrepreneurship/Global Business 2: Connor Monera

National Technical Honor Society –  
Diesel/Heavy Mechanics: John DeBoer

National Technical Honor Society –  
National Resources/Ag. Science: Taylor Goorhouse

The Rick Herrema Memorial Scholarship: (l-r) 
Tyler Schut and Joshua Van Tubergen

National Merit Scholarship: Kirstin Montsma, 
Britton Michmerhuizen, Jacob Feenstra

3

Art Awards/Excellence in Visual Arts: 
Hannah Miedema and Dawson DeKleine
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Heart to Heart

Be Strong and Courageous – A Joshua Moment
UC Seniors’ Final Bible Class: “It’s Getting Real!” 

“Hellooo, Mr. Landstra!”

“Well, hello to you to Natalie!”

Natalie, always the first student to class, 
burst into the room. We greet each other 
every day at the beginning of each class. 
Natalie’s welcoming smile was brighter 
on this day; the last one for her and her 
classmates. 

Eyes wide open and bright with excitement, 
Natalie looked at me and said, “This is it, 
Mr. Landstra! Our last day is finally here! 
Can you believe it?”

I shook my head “no” and replied, “Honestly 
Natalie, I can’t believe it. The time goes so 
fast!”’

Natalie’s classmates soon followed, filling 
thirty-five desks. Most, like Natalie, 
overflowed with excitement. Some 
were quiet. The end of high school 
brought the end of a routine and with 
it, anxiety about the uncertainty of 
new beginnings after high school. (Yes, 
it’s getting real.)

The bell rang—the start of class. 
Adam spoke up. “What are we going 
to do today, Mr. Landstra? This is 
it you know. Last chance to teach us 
something!”

I extended my hands toward Adam, 
and affirming his question with a nod, 
I replied, “Oh, I know it’s your last day. 
But, today you are going to help me 
understand what’s on your mind.”

Adam drew back. He looked confused and 
asked, “What?”

“I want to show all of you something.” 

I then walked to the cabinet in front of the 
room, reached in and took out 151 sheets 
of paper. Looks of bewilderment, interest 
and uncertainty crossed the faces of the 
seniors. I set the sheets carefully on top of 
the cabinet. I paused for a while; letting 
the students wonder what might be on the 
papers? Finally, Alex broke the ice. 

“What are those?”  All heads turned to me, 
expecting a reply.

“I’ll tell you in a few minutes. First though, 
I’m going to give all of you a blank sheet 

of paper just like the ones on the cabinet. 
Unlike the papers from the cabinet, there 
is nothing on these yet, but what you put 
on these papers will help me understand 
something about you and lead you to 
understand something about your life and 
the choice you make to trust in God.”

As I passed the papers down each row. 
Adam asked, “Is this something we can get 
wrong?”

“No, not at all!” I said.

“Good, because I didn’t study!”  Laughter 
filled the room. 

I too laughed, looked over the class and 
said, “You didn’t need to study because it’s 
about you!

“First, I want each of you to think about 
the next year of your life, from May 2018 to 
May 2019. Think about all the plans you’ve 
made. Think about the people in your 
life. Think about your beliefs and values. 
Think about work and school. Whatever 
you believe the next year may hold in store, 
think about those things.”

I paused, letting the words resonate. 
The intensity of thought in the eyes of 
the seniors betrayed minds racing with 
expectations of the next year.

“Then, on your paper,” I continued, “I want 
you to write down two lists. On the first 
list, write down the items you are most 
looking forward to in the next year. On 

the second list, write down the items that 
cause you concern, stress, or anxiety.”

Abby spoke up and said, “This could take 
a while!”

“I understand there are lots of items that 
come to mind” I said. “Focus on what 
comes to mind first for both lists—what 
you would call the primary joys and 
primary concerns.”

Heads went down. Writing utensils came 
up. Sounds of pens and pencils clicking and 
scratching on paper enveloped the room. 
Most started writing immediately. Some 
sat, apparently in reflection. Eventually 
they all wrote their thoughts on paper. 

Five minutes later, everyone was finished.

“Alright, fold your paper in half and 
pass it to me.”

Grace handed me the papers from 
her row saying, “It’s getting real, Mr. 
Landstra.”

A few students nodded in agreement 
with Grace’s statement.

“What do you mean, Grace?” I asked.

Grace paused, turned to look at her 
classmates, looked back at me and said, 
“It’s a pretty big deal. We’ve been in the 
same routine the last four years. It all 
changes after today. Most of us have 
been looking forward to this day for 
quite a while. But, thinking about my 

list makes me realize there is a lot we 
are going to be experiencing. It’s getting 

real!”

Again, heads nodded. Riley added, “Yeah, 
normally I don’t like to think too much 
about this stuff. I’m not wild about change!”

“I get what you mean," I replied. “Change 
is often difficult. Change is sometimes 
exciting. Change is occasionally terrifying.”

I turned to Grace. “Your statement, ‘It’s 
getting real’ is very perceptive. You and 
Riley are heading in the direction I want to 
go for class today, so stay with me!”

I set the stack of just completed papers 
next to the ones already taken from the 
cabinet. Then, I said, “I have a question 
for you.” As I picked up the older stack of 

Joshua Veldink, Lucas VanderPloeg,  
Elizabeth Storteboom (in front)
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papers I asked, “Do you remember these?”

Heads shook “no” in response to my 
question. (I didn’t expect they would 
remember.)

After a moment of silence Adam jumped 
back in. “So, are you going to tell us what 
they are or not?”

“Absolutely, Adam!” I said.  I held up the 
stack of papers, extending them toward 
the seniors. “All of you have a paper in this 
stack. You did this on the first day of class 
this year.”

Throughout the room smiles broke out 
and heads nodded as they recalled their 
first day. 

Anna jumped in. “You had us write the 
same two things down at the beginning of 
the year!”

“That’s right, Anna!” I quickly replied. 
“But there was one thing different about 
the first time. Does anyone remember?”

Josh spoke up and said, “Didn’t you have 
us write about this school year, not next 
year?”

“You got it, Josh!” I said. “I gave you a 
time frame from the beginning of your 
senior year until right now—today! Then 
I asked you to look up a specific passage 
in the Bible. Does anyone remember what 
it was?”

“It was Joshua 1,” said Grace.

“Right, Grace,” I replied. “Would you look 
that up and read it for us please?”

While Grace found the passage, I looked 
into the eyes of 35 seniors and said, “All 
the excitement and fear you wrote about on 
these papers has come to pass this school 
year. You have either dealt with them or are 
dealing with them. Some have gone very 
well. Some have been very difficult. Some 
have come and gone. Some are ongoing.”

I noticed 35 students reacting—glancing 
at a classmate, tapping a pencil on the 
desk, leaning back with a sigh, shaking a 
head ever so slightly back and forth—all 
visual signs of seniors re-tracing steps 
back through a school year that began in 
mid-August 2017.

For many, the year was filled with 
positives… their smiles in class made it 
clear. For others, the year brought many 
more challenges and difficulties. Their 
faces told a story of sadness.

“On the first day of class,” I continued, “I 
challenged you to think about what would 
remain constant through all the events, 
awesome and awful, of the coming year. 
Now that you are done with high school, I 
ask; “What will remain constant through 
all the events, awesome and awful, during 
the coming year and throughout your life?”

“Grace, please read verse 9.”

Grace read: “‘Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.’”

I asked Grace to read it one more time. 
She read it again, this time more slowly. 
The Word of God settled over the class. 

I held up my Bible, pointed to Joshua 1 
and said, “Today is your Joshua day. You, 
like Joshua after Moses died, are about to 
start something new again.  And, I believe 
if Joshua had made two lists when he was 
about to enter the Promised Land, he would 
have had a lot of items on both lists!”

I set down the first stack of papers and 

picked up the new stack. “There are a lot 
of exciting and scary items on these papers. 
Many times, the same item appears on both 
the excited and scary lists! (Many heads 
were nodding!) Just like your beginning of 
the year list, most of these items will unfold 
in the next year of your life.

“Earlier, Grace made the comment ‘It’s 
getting real’. She is right! Change is 
coming! The prayer your teachers and staff 
offer for you is that your relationship with 
God will be just as real as the change that 
happens in life, and that you trust in Him 
for all things.”

I waited. Then, I set my Bible down and 

asked, “Do you want to see what you wrote 
at the beginning of the year?”

A chorus of “Yes!” rang around the room. 
Upon receiving the original list, they 
started reading. Some silently. Some out 
loud...

 “I can’t believe I was actually worried 
about that!”

“That was so much fun! I would totally 
do that again.”

“I still haven’t figured this situation out. 
I put the same thing on the list we made 
today.”

“I actually did ask her out! I was looking 
forward to it and fearing it! That’s why 
it was on both lists!”

We spent some time reading, reflecting, 
and occasionally laughing about the 
excitement and fear the seniors had at 
the start of the school year. We discovered 
how, through it all, God was present—
never leaving or forsaking us. 

Graduation Celebration 

On May 21, 1,793 relatives and friends 
gathered in Unity’s gym to celebrate 
the  graduation of the class of 2018. The 
celebration, planned and put on by the 
graduating class, was an inspirational 
reminder of God’s faithfulness to this 
graduating class, and to each graduating 
class in Unity’s history since 1954.

Unity teacher and class sponsor Mrs. 
Loralee Bruxvoort ended the ceremony 
by proudly announcing, “I present to you 
the Unity Christian Class of 2018!”  Shouts 
of joy filled the gym and graduation caps 
flew in the air… “It’s real!”

Smiles, high-fives, hugs, and tears 
accompanied the graduates as they filed 
out two-by-two to meet family and friends 
in the commons area. 

As each pair (one including my own son) 
walked by the front row where I sat, I 
recalled Grace’s statement that last day 
of class.  “Lord,” I prayed, “It’s getting 
real for these graduates. I know You will 
never leave them or forsake them. Help 
them to know this in all of their Joshua 
moments. Help them to BE STRONG 
AND COURAGEOUS!”

From the front row… 
 Dan Landstra 

Unity Bible Teacher

“Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be  
afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the  
Lord your God will be  
with you wherever you 

go.” Joshua 1:9
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Student Life Highlights

Nate Graveling (Class of 2018) 
has his future planned. Studying diesel 
mechanics and technology at Careerline 
Tech Center he honed his skills, and his 
instructors at the Center recommended 
that Nate compete in SkillsUSA.  
SkillsUSA is a national competition that 
showcases the best career and technical 
education students in the country. The 
competitions start out at the local level 
and then advance to the state and 
national level. The national competition 
features over 6,000 students in more 
than 100 events. During the competition 
Nate had to work through 11 stations, for 
25 minutes per station, both in written 
and hands-on activities. Some of the 
stations included working on a hydraulics 
system, disc assembly, valve-tuning an 
engine, and explaining an airbrake 
system. Nate received 1st place in the 
Michigan SkillsUSA in Diesel Equipment 

Technology, and was 
awarded a $10,000 
scholarship. 

Unity is proud of our 
graduates who go 
on to excel in their 
chosen professions. 
Careerline Tech Center 
has become a popular 
avenue for Unity Christian students who 
learn specific vocations through Technical 
Education Programs. The programs offer 
an enhanced curriculum that prepares 
students for additional education in 
college or to move directly into their 
specific line of work.

“Studying at Careerline Tech was a great 
experience,” Nate said. “My instructors 
were very supportive and are dedicated 
to having their students excel. I enjoyed 
every day that I was in class!”

Nate and his family traveled to Louisville, 
Kentucky on June 25-30 to compete in the 
national finals. At this publication date, 
we have not heard the results.

Nate currently works for Grand 
Equipment, Inc. and will be going to the 
University of Northwestern Ohio for an 
Associate degree in Diesel Equipment 
Technology.

On Friday, May 18, Unity students 
Cassidy Folkert, Franklin Cook 
and Josh VandenHeuvel, along 
with their History and Government 
Teacher Mr. Chris Achterhof, 
attended the 3rd Annual Armed 
Forces Thanksgiving in Grand 
Rapids. The mission of the Armed 
Forces Thanksgiving is “to provide 
a community salute to our military 
while providing an invaluable 
educational opportunity for high 
school students.” 

The students explored the Gerald R. Ford 
Museum, had a hands-on experience of 
some military equipment, watched a 
Lakota helicopter take off, and heard 
an incredible speech by Medal of Honor 
recipient James McCloughan (pictured). 
The event culminated with a bagpiper 
processional to a luncheon at the JW 
Marriot. 

Students, veterans, current members of 
the military and members of the business 

community all sat together at tables for a 
Thanksgiving dinner, as students heard 
stories of the veterans and thanked them 
for their service. The lunch was highlighted 
with keynote speaker Vernice “Flygirl” 
Armour, America’s First African American 
female combat pilot. 

Students were challenged to take 
something they learned from the event 
and bring it back to their high school. 
Previously, Unity students who attended 

this luncheon helped plan a Veterans Day 
assembly and chapels, and these three 
students will be actively involved in a 
project at Unity to show our appreciation 
for the sacrifices these men and women 
have made on our behalf. This great event 
on May 18 was not only memorable for 
these students, but an incredible learning 
experience as well! More information on 
the event can be found at: https://www.
armedforcesthx.org/.

Unity Grad Scores High in 
SkillsUSA Competitions

UC Students Attend Armed Forces 
Thanksgiving 

Nate Graveling received a State of Michigan 
Special Tribute (pictured at left), signed by 
Governor Rick Snyder, that acknowledges 
Nate’s accomplishments and praises his 
abilities as a well-qualified employee. State 
Representative Roger Victory presented 
this to Nate at his home. 

UC Students Franklin Cook, Cassidy Folkert and Josh 
VandenHeuvel attended the 3rd Annual Armed Forces 
Thanksgiving luncheon, held at the JW Marriot (Grand 
Rapids MI).

(l-r) Teacher Mr. Chris Achterhof and students Franklin, Cassidy and 
Josh with Medal of Honor Recipient Mr. James McCloughan.
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Development News

SCRAP DRIVE 
2018

UC Golf Outing - June 4, 2018

Capital Campaign 
Update
After a month of calling on our 
community, Unity is pleased and 
grateful to report that in response 
to our call $246,000 has been 
committed in either new gifts or 
new or revised pledges toward the 
remaining $950,000 of our total goal 
of $23.1 million! What a blessing it 
is to have such a generous response 
from a community who keeps on 
giving! 

Currently, there is $1,064,000 in 
remaining pledges to be collected.  
Along with the collection of those 
pledges, Unity Christian needs to 
raise $704,000 to reach our final goal 
of $23.1 million.  

May each of you who answered our 
call be blessed in measure, and may 
our Lord Jesus’ name be praised!

This year’s Scrap Metal 
Drive was held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 4 and 5. Work 
crews loaded a variety of metal, 
consisting of copper, iron, steel 
and aluminum into four large 
dumpsters and two smaller 
ones, all provided by Padnos. 
Also, a gentleman regularly helps us out by purchasing appliances donated for 
scrap for refurbishing, which also contributes to the overall amount raised.  Thank 
you to all the volunteers who helped receive and process the donations, and all who 
donated! We raised a total of $12,400 for the Education Foundations of Hudsonville 
Christian and Unity Christian. 

Thank you, Everyone! 

This year’s UC Golf Outing took place at Sunnybrook Country Club, on Monday, 
June 4. The UC Golf Outing is an annual fundraiser for the Unity Athletics program 
and the Education Foundation. There were 12 teams in the Morning flight, and 27 
teams in the afternoon. A box lunch was provided at noon, and prizes were awarded 
at the dinner that followed in the evening. 

We are grateful to our 34+ sponsors, without whose help we would not be able to 
provide this event:

Thank you, Golf Outing Sponsors!!

AcenTek; Advanced Interiors; BCI Construction; DeGraaf Interiors; Georgetown Construction;  
Grand River Bank; Greenline, Inc.; Herman Miller; MANSCO; MBK Corporate Promotions; Van Dyken 
Mechanical; Virtual Systems – Team Sponsors

Blouw Appraisal Company; Edward Jones - Jeff Kolk; Herman Miller; INONTIME Trucking;  
Ken Jipping - State Farm Agent; Lakewood Construction; M & K Truck Centers; Michigan Veal; 
Ridgeview Industries; Superior Sport Store; Vector Tech Group – Hole Sponsors

Farm Bureau Insurance - Katerberg Agency – Lunch Sponsor

Georgetown Waterproofing – Golf Carts  

MBK Corporate Promotions – Dinner Sponsor

Centennial Securities; Elders Electric; Franklin Press, 
Inc.; Hudsonville Trailer; J. Milito & Associates;  
Meade Zolman Family Dentistry; Rosewood Auto  
– Program Sponsor

Spring Arbor University –  Event Sponsor

Friend(s) of Unity – Beverage Carts Sponsors



8

When parents enroll their students 
in Unity, they have chosen a school 
where students are loved, students 
grow to love God more, and students 
are well-prepared for work or school 
after high school. 

With God’s blessings and community 
support, it is evident Unity is driven 
to carry out its motto of “Faith, 
Excellence and Service.”  With such 
a motto, there is always the follow-up 
question: “How well are you achieving 
this?”  This column focuses on the 
teachers of Unity who have made this 
motto their personal mission, and 
have demonstrated their commitment 
to the Faith-nurture of students, 
Excellence in academic achievement, 
and to Serving their Lord, their 
students and their community.

This year, Unity teacher Jennifer 
Koning earned Outstanding 
Unity Teacher status from peers, 
administrators and the Board, after 
undergoing Unity’s 10-Year Teacher 
Efficacy Review.   

Jen now shares with you—as she 
did with her peers, administrators 
and the Board during this intense 
review—what motivates her and 
some of the best practices that earned 
her the Outstanding Unity Teacher 
status…

My motivation comes out of the 
desire to take I Corinthians 13 to 
heart. I understand that even if 
I accomplish many great things 
or obtain and fathom all mystery 
and knowledge, but have not love, 
I am nothing.  I have a passion for 
students and learning, and through 
my teaching I show love to God’s 
children and try my best to model 
Christ in today’s world.

As a teacher 
of high school 
students, it is 
increasingly 
clear to me 
that my desire 
to show love 
to students 
is sometimes difficult to put into 
practice each day.  It is incredibly 
difficult to show Christian love to 
all students, especially to those who 
continuously test my patience.  I 
must make the conscious choice to 
show love to my students even when 
they do not seem so loveable.  I am 
struck by how amazing God’s love 
is for each of us.  Through constant 
striving to show love to my students, 
I become more and more in awe of 
God’s power, love and forgiveness.  
I rely on God throughout each day 
and I thank God for the opportunity 
to work with His children He so 
deeply loves. 

During Jen’s 10 years at Unity she 
has taught Earth Science, Biology, 
Physics and Chemistry.  She explains:

I am always modifying lessons 
and activities for all the topics I 
teach. I have spent most of my 
time integrating more formative 
assessments and self-assessments in 
the lessons.  All the modifications 
and revisions I have made are so 
students are knowledgeable within 
these topics and to communicate how 
the study of science is bringing them 
closer to their Creator.  Formative 
and self-assessments help students 
keep track of their learning.

I also intentionally integrate and 
seek to increase students’ faith 
through the lessons.  Throughout 
my teaching at Unity, it has become 

abundantly clear the teaching 
profession is rich and dynamic.  
I love science and observing the 
interconnectedness of God’s creation.  
It deepens my relationship with 
God.  With God’s blessings, I am 
intentional in having my students 
see science as a way to deepen their 
relationship with God.

Self-assessment practices give 
students the opportunity to recall and 
reflect and write how their science 
understanding has impacted their 
understanding and relationship 
with God.  They share what the 
content under study has revealed 
to them about God.   Their writings 
indicate the impact understanding 
science content is having on 
deepening their relationship with 
God.  

Jen’s students are learning science 
content well.  Jen’s students are 
growing in their love for God and 
His Creation.  Jen’s students are 
well-prepared—based on SAT 
results, student comments, student 
assessments, as well as student 
reflections. All give testimony to UC 
students being well-prepared. With 
God’s blessings and His Words in I 
Corinthians 13, Jen Koning exudes a 
love for God, a love for students, and 
a love for science.

Evidence that Jen’s students highly 
regard her as a teacher, is clear in 
the following comments. These were 

In The Spotlight

Mrs. Jennifer Koning, UC Teacher
Earth Science, Chemistry, Introduction to Physics, Biology

Unity Students Are Well-Prepared 
Thanks to Teachers Like Jen Koning!
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randomly selected out of 100 student 
surveys regarding the question, Write 
one comment about Mr. Jen Koning:

› She has fun and builds relationships 
with each of her students.

› She explains the lesson plan and 
has us see and make the connections 
with all that we are learning.

› She clearly gives us explanations 
and homework opportunities to 
practice what we are learning

› She handles annoying kids well. 

› She uses lots of short quizzes 
to check our understanding 
and to re-teach what we don’t 
understand.

› She willingly helps those 
struggling in class.

› She teaches the hard subjects in 
a good way, even though we don’t 
understand at first.  She covers 
the topic, explains each part, and 
covers everything.

› She shares her personal life, so we 
don’t feel she is just here to teach and 
doesn’t care about anything else.

› She is herself when she teaches and 
makes things fun.

› She explains what we just learned 
and how we connect everything 
together.

› She always lays out what we need 
to know, how to learn it, and how it 
fits the big picture.

› If you need extra help, she is always 
available — even early in the mornings.  

› She is patient with all students and 
passionate about each of us learning 
the material.

› She makes sure we know everything 
we need to know.

› She connects everything to real life 
situations.

› She is very kind and is an expert in 
science.

› We love her devotions; we love how 
she shares her faith and how science 
increases her faith.

› I like how she hands out candy after 
a test.

› I feel like her class is taught 
personally for me.

Jen Koning—always extending God’s 
grace and peace through Jesus Christ 
to everyone and as she welcomes 
students to her class.

Jen’s peers and administrators 
describe Jen as remarkable and 
always full of energy to help students 
and colleagues…  

Jen is a highly-valued member of 
our Science team.  She brings so 
much professional and spiritual 
inspiration to our team. We see 
students early in the morning 
waiting for her at the door of her 
classroom.  She welcomes them.   She 
is highly collaborative with all staff 
and teachers.  She does everything 
to benefit her students and Unity. 
She is deeply loved by students and 
staff and teachers.

~ Fellow Science Teachers

Jen commits herself to loving each 
of her students.   Teaching is her 
calling. I see and hear evidence of 
that every day.                                                                                   

~ Jerry DeGroot, Principal

Jen is a highly professional 
Christian teacher.  Her classroom 
practices reflect the latest and the 
best research bringing great clarity 
to student learning.  She knows 
what the kids need to learn, and she 
adjusts to have them learn, have 
fun, and grow their relationship 
with God.

~ Bill Postma, Director of 
Instruction

Thank God for Jen Koning.  She 
prepares her students well.  Her 
teaching is a great example of what 
Professor Henry Zylstra (Calvin 
College, 1940’s and 1950’s) meant 
when he wrote (paraphrased), 
“[Christian education] gives us 
more to be Christian with!”   To 
the glory of God.

Jack Postma 
Principal Emeritus 2012

Meet Jennifer 
(Harkema) Koning 
Jen Koning is a graduate of 
Grand Rapids Christian High 
School. She attended Calvin 
College and graduated with 
a BS in Integrated Science 
and Biology. She earned her 
Master’s Degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Calvin 
College, as well.

Jen’s involvement at Unity 
extends beyond her class work, 
as she is the Science Olympiad 
coach, Class Sponsor, 
Volleyball bookkeeper, and 
Track official.

Jen married Jeff Koning on 
July 2, 2010.  Jeff is an RN at 
Metro in Grand Rapids. They 
have twin daughters, Elliot 
Jean and McKinley Vi, who 
were born on August 7, 2017.
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Alumni News

UPDATES:
Caleb Van Wienen (Class of 2013) has 
completed his service in Montana 
with YWAM. Luke Van Wienen, 
Caleb’s brother is now serving with 
YWAM. We give thanks to God for 
his service and for all our Alumni 
listed below who serve in missions. 
Please continue to remember all 
who are advancing our Lord’s 
kingdom through mission work in 
your prayers:

Jeff and Melissa (DeJonge ’93) Bos 
– Bangladesh, South Asia;  Kristen 
Bosch (’09) – Dominican Republic; 
Patti (Steenwyk ‘88) Brander – 
Mission India/Grandville MI;  Kristin 
Bremer (’17) – Mexico (YWAM); Ray 
(‘93) and Angie De Lange – Vancouver, 
BC, Canada;  Abby Deters (’12) – 
Glen Arbor, Michigan (Grand Traverse 

Young Life); Barry Dykstra (’10) – 
Byron Center, Michigan (Youth for 
Christ, BCHS); Caleb Ellens (’11) – 
South Bend, Indiana (Michiana Young 
Life);  Ryan Elders (’05) – Eastern 
Ottawa County, Michigan (Young Life 
Ministry);  Kyle (’01)  and Heather 
Glashower – Coral Springs, Florida 
(One Hope); Merissa Harkema (’09) 
– India (Sarah’s Covenant Homes); 
John (’74) and Ruth (VanZalen ’74) 
Hoekwater – Chicago, Illinois; Angela 
(Angie) Johnson (’11) – Managua, 
Nicaragua;  Carrie Kennedy (’03) – 
Nicaragua (Young Life Ministry); Dana 
Krol (’10) – Zambia, Africa; Thomas 
(’99) and Tera Krol – Karen, Kenya; 
Edgar and Jamie (Ponstein ‘05) 
Martinez – Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(YWAM);  Gary Miedema (’71) – 
Robertson, South Africa; Steve (’95) 
and April Palmbos – Malawi, Africa; 
Matthew (’07) and Rachel Schmitt – 

Bloomington, Minnesota;  Scott (’81) 
and Mary Ann Stroven – Orlando, 
Florida (Student Ministry of Cru/
Campus Crusade for Christ);  Brenda 
Vander Schuur (’78) – Guinea 
(Resonate Global Mission);  John (’88) 
and Kazumi Van Farowe – Japan;  
Luke Van Wienen – Lakeside, 
Montana (YWAM); Nathan (‘87) and 
Brenda Yonker – Haiti; Cody (’09) 
and Jessica (Horjus ’09) Zuiderveen 
– Haiti (Resonate Global Mission).

If you know of other UC Alumni 
serving in missions, please send 
their names and information about 
their ministries to development@
unitychristian.org, or call 
616.662.4011.

Alumni in Missions

Marriages
Tyler Mesman (’08) married Marissa 
Linares on November 10, 2017.
Samantha Moffat (’13) married Andrew 
Sicard on April 27, 2018.
Ryan Wierenga (’03) married Chessa 
Radomski on September 22, 2017.
Kylee Wierenga (’06) married Dustin 
Scholma on March 24, 2018.

Births
Marcy Jane Bouwkamp was born 
on April 15, 2018 to parents Kyle and 
Rachel (van Dyken ’07) Bouwkamp, 
and welcomed by big sister Leah (5) and 
big brother Wesley (2). 
Kallie Kay Michele Gruppen was 
born to parents Joe (’07) and Kristen 
(Holcomb '07) Gruppen on April 18, 2018. 
Penelope Saige Hanson was born on 
May 23, 2018 to parents Tim and Kaitlyn 
Hanson, grandparents Peter and Cindy 
(Haverdink ’81) Hanson, and great-
grandparents Garold “Jerry” (’60) and 
Carolyn (Spoelma ’61) Haverdink.
Roman Fuller Moberg was born on 
December 17, 2017 to parents Jaren  
and Rachel (DeYoung ’06) Moberg, and 
welcomed by big brothers Everett (3) and 
Henri (2).

Sophie Grace Van Heukelum was born 
to parents Nathan (’06) and Lynette Van 
Heukelum on April 22, 2018.

Lyla Rae Van Wienen was born to 
parents Caleb (’13) and Sidney Van 
Wienen on April 28, 2018. (Caleb is one 
of our alumni who had been previously 
serving with YWAM in Montana.)
Lucas Allen Ver Hage was born on 
January 19, 2018 to parents Kevin (‘00) 
and Lisa (Landheer ’05) Ver Hage, and 
welcomed by big sister Ellory (5) and big 
brother Mason (3).
Addison Jane Wierenga was born to 
parents Peter and Jenni (Wiersma ’07) 
Wierenga on March 26, 2018.
Graham David Zuiderveen was born 
on November 7, 2017 to parents Bryce 
(’07) and Alli (Quist ’07) Zuiderveen, 
and welcomed by big sister Quinn (2).
Oliver Cody Zuiderveen was born to 
parents Grady (’09) and Allison (Walt 
’09) Zuiderveen on June 6, 2018.

Please submit any Alumni birth 
or marriage announcements to: 
development@unitychristian.org, or call 
616.662.4011. (PLEASE NOTE:  To 
celebrate our newest little ones, we 
have a FREE “UC Blue Crew” Onesie 
that parents/grandparents may pick 
up from the Development Office at 

4542 48th Avenue, Hudsonville MI.  
Please call or email the Development 
Office and we’ll put one aside for you. 
Thank you!

The Class of 1968 will celebrate their 
50th Class Reunion on August 31, 2018 
at Gleneagle Golf Club (Hudsonville) at 
6:00 p.m. The event will include a catered 
BBQ dinner, non-alcoholic beverages, 
bottled water, beer and wine. Cost is 
$45.00 per person. Tee times are available 
the day of the reunion for $35.00, for 
18 holes plus a golf cart. We will be 
accepting reservations until the end 
of July. Contact Sally Cooper Hart 
(616.446.3090) or Barbara Aalbers 
Steinfort (281.813.6193) for more 
information or questions about this event.

Is your class planning a reunion 
event in 2018?  Please contact the 
Development Office at development@
unitychristian.org, or call 6l6.662.4011, 
to publish this information in the 
next issue of the Tidings.   (Class 
Officers/Reunion Planners:  Class lists 
are available from the Development Office 
by request.)

Class Reunions  
in 2018
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Alumni in the Military
UPDATES:  Eric Brew (Class of 1994) was recently promoted to Sergeant First Class (US Army), and is serving 
his fourth tour of deployment in Afghanistan. Please remember to keep Eric, and all our young people listed 
below in your prayers—and their families as well:

Class of 1987: Chad Geers; Jeff Rozema
Class of 1994: Eric Alan Brew
Class of 1996: Jeremy Molendyk 
Class of 1998: Allen Broene; Joon Kee Lee (Patrick Crans)
Class of 1999: Derk Nyenhuis; Ron Thenn 
Class of 2000: Steve Bloem; Rick Martinus; Clayton 

Poortenga
Class of 2001: Seth Allen; Darin Elgersma; Drew VerHage
Class of 2002: Bryan Flietstra
Class of 2003: Adam Bosma; Jeff Dekkinga; Katy Driesenga; 

Justin Oosterbaan (Air Guard); Brian Tucker; 
Eric VanBeek 

Class of 2004: Kody Fennema; Justin Hatchner 
Class of 2005: Brett Jackson; Chris Kitler; Andrew Niewiek; 

Stephan Thenn
Class of 2006: Jay Baum; Joshua Lankheet;  David Van 

Abbema
Class of 2007: Aubrey Bosma (Navy Reserves); Brandon 

Dragstra; Drew Grooters; Quynn Schaaphok; 
Rachel Scott; Bobby Sorensen; Lauren 
Zandstra 

Class of 2008: Michael Dekker; Kyle Emelander; Brandon 
Zomerlei 

Class of 2009: Corbin Durek; Kent Schaaphok; Tyler Stroven; 
Ryan VanVels  

Class of 2010: Tyler Wiersma
Class of 2011: Austin Dornbush; Jon Mohr; Chris Poolman
Class of 2013: Lucas Brower; Wyatt Johnson; Charlie 

Vrieland 
Class of 2014: Jacob Herzog; Gavin Miedema; Joshua 

TerKeurst;  Nathan VandenBosch
Class of 2015: Trevor Vedders 

The names of the Alumni listed above have been submitted 
by their families for recognition of their service in the 
military.   If you know of other Unity alumni currently 
serving in either of these capacities, we would like to 
recognize and honor them in the Tidings.   Please send 
their information to development@unitychristian.org, or call 
the Development Office at 616.662.4011.  Also, if you have 
updated information on any of the Alumni listed, please 
call or email the Development Office as soon as possible.

Dan states: “I am deeply committed 
to Unity Christian and the 
community which it serves.  After 
much prayer and discussions with 
family and Unity staff, I believe 
God has led me to accept this new 
challenge.  I look forward to finding 
new ways to engage our community 
to discover God in all things, and to 
developing followers of Jesus to be 
leaders!”

I truly believe God has led Dan to this 
spot in his life to make the greatest 
impact on the spiritual lives of our 
students at Unity.  

I am honored that Dan will be leading 
our students, staff and community as 
we pursue Christ in all areas of life. 
Responding to the needs of our students, 
whether in their academic life, their 
social life and especially their spiritual 

life, Unity Christian is 
impacting students for 
their future.   

As a community we 
need to stand firm on 
our Christian beliefs 
and values.  We 
must maintain sound 
scriptural and Bible-
based teaching, and we 
must pass this along 
to our young people.  
Unity Christian is 
addressing the needs 

of our students, whether they choose 
their vocation or college, and as they 
grow in their relationship with Jesus 
Christ.

Unity Christian’s pursuit of excellence 
in all areas of student development 
demands that we focus on what 
our students need.  As the Director 
of Spiritual Life, Dan Landstra will 
provide the leadership and guidance 
needed within our student body that 

will assist them in their development.  
This is a positive step in the culture and 
community of Unity. My hope is that you 
will support Dan in this new position, 
and if you see him, be sure to ask him 
about this position and the vision he has 
for our students, staff and community.

Unity Christian is responding to the 
cultural challenges our families are 
facing and desires to positively influence 
the youth of the Unity community.  

Thank you for supporting Unity 
Christian High School. May God 
continue to bless the efforts of all those 
who work to advance God’s kingdom 
through Unity.  

Thank you,

Jerry DeGroot, Principal/CEO

Meeting the Needs of a Changing 
World (continued from page 1)

Announcing the new  
Director of Spiritual Life  

and Leadership…  
Mr. Dan Landstra. 
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Revive News

www.facebook.com/ 
ReviveResaleStore

Phone: 616.662.3375  

Email: revive@unitychristian.org; 
Website: www.ReviveResale.org; 

3675 Baldwin Street, Hudsonville, MI  49426

Hours:   
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am – 5pm;  

 Tuesday, Thursday 10am – 7pm;   
Saturday 10am – 3pm

Be sure to “like” us on 
Facebook and help us 

reach 2,000 “likes”!

It is with heavy hearts that revive said 
goodbye to our dear volunteer Mr. Al 
Timmerman, who died unexpectedly 
on June 4th.  His servant-heart, stead-

fast spirit, and wonderful sense of humor will truly be missed 
by his revive family as well as all who knew him.  Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his wife Joan and the rest of his family. 
Although his passing marks a great loss for all of us here on 
earth, it is a great gain for all the saints and angels in heaven.

On Monday, May 14, 2018, there were two bus tours that 
arrived at revive to power shop for an hour! There were 
approximately 58 ladies in all.

Many items were purchased, 
including a black armoire, 
wicker chair w/ ottoman and 
a large sitting chair….all 
stuffed in the compartments 
under the bus!

Revive Loses a 
Good Friend…

A Busload of Shoppers 
Comes to revive!

Baseball
Varsity 13 – 19
5th in the OK Green Conference; District Champions; All 
Conference: Ryan Takens; All Conference Honorable Mention:  
Zach DeVries, Dan Hoeksema; All District: Zach DeVries, Ryan 
Takens; Academic All District: Zack Deemter; Academic All 
State: Jeff VanderPloeg
Junior Varsity 15 – 12 
Freshman 7 – 19 – 2

Track
Boys 2 – 4
Tied for 6th in the OK Green Conference; All Conference: Caleb 
Gaffner, Caleb Velzen
Girls 1 – 5
6th in the OK Green Conference; All Conference: Alyssa 
Horstman; All State: Alyssa Horstman (4th in high jump at State 
Finals.  Her jump of 5’6” ties school record.); Qualified for the 
State Finals in discus: Anna VanTubergen

Soccer - Girls
Varsity 18 – 4 – 1
1st in OK Green Conference; District Champions;
All Conference: Grace DeYoung, Karley Michmerhuizen, Alexis 
Ponstein, Kisa Seerveld, Rylee Vruggink;
All Conference Honorable Mention: Lydia Glashower, Emily 
Wolters; All District: Sophia Bosscher, Krystal Butterworth, 
Grace DeYoung, Lydia Glashower, Sarah Hoekwater, Karley 
Michmerhuizen, Alexis Ponstein, Rylee Vruggink; All Region:   
Grace DeYoung, Karley Michmerhuizen, Alexis Ponstein, Rylee 
Vruggink; All State 1st Team: Alexis Ponstein; All State 2nd 
Team: Grace DeYoung, Rylee Vruggink; All State Honorable 
Mention:   Karley Michmerhuizen; Individual All Academic 
Award:   Grace DeYoung, Sarah Hoekwater, Alexis Ponstein, Kisa 
Seerveld, Grace Steenwyk; Team All Academic Award
Junior Varsity 14 – 3 – 1

Tennis
Varsity 9 – 12 – 1
6th in the OK Green Conference; 6th Place at Regional Tournament; 
All Conference: Ava Visser
Junior Varsity 8 – 2 – 1

Golf 
Varsity 3 – 3
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 3rd, 1st, 4th, 2nd in League Jamborees; 3rd in the 
OK Green Conference; 4th place out of 19 at Regional Match; 
All Conference: Blake Bruursema, KJ Haverdink, Jonathan 
Schelhaas; All Conference Honorable Mention: Korey Ensing
Junior Varsity 4 – 3 

Lacrosse
Varsity Boys (with Holland Christian) 7 – 8
All Conference: Noah Sorenson; All Region: Noah Sorenson;  
All State Honorable Mention:  Noah Sorenson
JV Boys (with Holland Christian) 7 – 7 – 1
Varsity Girls (with Hudsonville) 5 – 10

Softball
Varsity 13 – 17 – 1
All Conference: Hailey Koetje, Ginny VanManen; All Conference 
Honorable Mention: Toni Bos; All District: Toni Bos, Megan 
Driesenga; Team All Academic Award
Junior Varsity 30 – 4

Spring Sports Recap


